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Time (Local): 11:05 PST11/11/2003File No. 20583

Accident (Continued)

stream  winds  near  100  knots were present in the area about the height of the convective clouds.  Therefore, isolated strong convective
downdrafts  were  possible  in  the  area  of  the  breakup.  While proceeding westbound, the airplane was probably in the vicinity of the
northern  edge  of  a  rapidly  developing convective buildup.  The pilot probably encountered moderate to severe turbulence due to strong
updrafts and downdrafts just before the accident.



Brief of

 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         IN FLIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH WEATHER
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - UPDRAFT
     2.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - DOWNDRAFT
     3.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - TURBULENCE,CONVECTION INDUCED
     4.  (C) FLIGHT INTO ADVERSE WEATHER - CONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         AIRFRAME/COMPONENT/SYSTEM FAILURE/MALFUNCTION
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     5.  (C) WING - OVERLOAD
     6.  (C) WING - SEPARATION
     7.  (C) DESIGN STRESS LIMITS OF AIRCRAFT - EXCEEDED
----------

Occurrence #3:         IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
     8.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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